This is a useful and timely book which attempts to present an analysis of sustainable development from the perspective of the systematic study of the interface between human systems and natural environmental systems. Though the study of 'human ecology', that is the relationships between people and their environment, is not new as a concept, it is only relatively recently that it has begun to be accepted as a discipline in its own right. This book provides a cogent argument for the consideration of the human-environment interrelationship as a single, complex, adaptive system. In this systematic approach, the human social system and the ecosystem of the planet Earth can be seen to be a mesh of The text is well illustrated with relevant diagrams, and a "things to think about" section at the end of each chapter which could provide useful for interaction and tutorial group exercises. The main issues which are missing from this text, and which it would benefit by inclusion in subsequent editions are firstly, a chapter on the consideration of social capital, and the role of community participation in the management of the environment.
